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Note from the Editor 

 

 

Welcome to the first issue of the second volume of the IFDA Newsletter. In it youôll find a 

variety of useful and interesting information, of photography and of bits and pieces 

concerning the sport we all play. To facilitate this variety the Newsletter will be in two 

sections: óIrish Ultimateô and óFurther Afieldô.  

 

Before we start Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank Paul Cronin who edited the first two 

issues of this Newsletter. Paul has been the helping hand, and in some places the driving 

force, behind much of the innovative progress seen across Irish Ultimate over the last year or 

so. He worked hard with last yearôs IFDA Committee, has helped/is helping to develop a 

number of new university teams and has run a variety of tournaments from charity hat events 

to Irish Outdoor Intervarsities. Besides this Paul has developed the chance for the IFDA to 

communicate directly with its members through this simple and colourful medium. For all of 

this we are to him indebted. Great job Paul, take a bow. 

 

Finally, I hope you enjoy this newsletter as much as I did putting it together. Itôs been 

compiled over the last few months with the help of many and is the first of this type of work 

Iôve published so please bare with it! If you have any thoughts, comments or queries, please 

email them to ifdanewsletter@gmail.com and they may appear in the next issue (Letters To 

the Editor anyone?). 

 

Thanks very much for reading and see you on the pitch soon, 

Mark Earley 

Editor 
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Section One: Irish Ultimate 

 

In this section you will find news about the excellent work being carried out by the IFDA 

Committee, tournament reports from both domestic and foreign tournaments as well as a club 

profile and an article written by a member of one of the most independent, progressive and 

fastest-growing Ultimate communities in the country. There will also be a section on the 

latest news from around Irish Ultimate, two articles written by new players from Dublin and a 

collection of photos from events in Irish Ultimate over the last 3 or 4 months. 

 

News in brief! 

Mark Earley 

 

- Calling all Junior players! This summer will see Ireland take part in the European Youth 

Ultimate Championships in Vienna. 

The event will cater for players born 

later than December 31
st
 1989 and 

will have 4 divisions ï 2 Open and 2 

Womens. More details can be found by emailing the Junior Teams Manager, Mark 

Earley, at juniors2009@irishultimate.com  

 

 

- GAIA are not bust! The latest rumours on the blogs (UltiTalk.com to name but one) 

suggest that the once must-have jersey designers from Canada have folded leaving VC, 

Lookfly, 5IVE Ultimate and Patagonia to battle it out is not true. Heiko Kissling had the 

following to say: I'm happy to tell everybody that GAIA is well up - especially in Europe! 

You can keep us on your list and I can promise you that we do everything in our hands to 

make every Irish team and every Irish player fully satisfied with our products and service! 

 

- DUB Tourney may yet happen this year. There seems to be a lot of enthusiasm for a fun, 

outdoor, mixed tournament so a few players are talking about running it again. Watch this 

space. 

 

mailto:juniors2009@irishultimate.com
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- The Summer League team óFriendsô hosted an indoor tournament on Saturday January 

31
st
 that was enjoyed by many. PEN15 won all their pool games and the final to take the 

title with Jabba the Huck taking home the Spirit award. 

 

- Calling all Ladies! Are you interested in becoming a better player? Are you tired of 

matching up against guys week in week out at pickup? Well then keep an eye on the Irish 

Ladies Forum: http://irish-ladies.forumotion.net/index.htm  to find out the latest on offer 

from the very active Irish Womens Ultimate scene. Alternatively, get in touch with 

Heather Barry (womens@irishultimate.com) for a direct response. 

 

- Gonzaga held its first 

tournament on February 4
th
 

in an effort to bring 

together the strongest 

school Open teams. The 

Gonzaga Invitational saw 

St.Kevins, St.Kilians, 

St.Marys and Gonzaga 

compete in an 8-team 

indoor event. St.Kilians 1 

won with runners-up Gonzaga 1 winning the Spirit award. 

 

- This year will see Gonzaga host the inaugural All-Ireland Outdoor Schools 

Championships on Sunday the 26
th
 of April.   

 

- All -Ireland Mixed Championships will take place the previous day in Dublin on Saturday 

April the 25
th
. At the moment is it scheduled to take place in St. Annes Park, Raheny. 

 

- Are you on the Irish Ultimate map?? Jim óLimerick Jimô Heneghan has put together a 

map of the teams in existence around the country. Check it out here 

 

- The Siege is over! The University of Limerick Ultimate Ninjas hosted one of the most 

eagerly awaited tournaments on the domestic calendar last weekend. Last year they ran an 

excellent event complete with plush hotel room accommodation and the smokiest indoor 

http://irish-ladies.forumotion.net/index.htm
mailto:womens@irishultimate.com
http://tinyurl.com/c36lvb
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BBQ ever seen.  This year saw them Limerick boys and girls come good on their 

promises of good weather, pristine pitches and the usual Limerick hostility, sorry, 

hospitality! The weekend ended with an excellent final followed by a stunning sunset, and 

in not dissimilar fashion to in Cork 2007, Johnny Chimpo played excellently to win 14-11 

against a strong Accrington Stanley team who played co-ed for a lot of their matches. 

Rory óPixieô Kavanagh won MVP of the Final after an assured display. Elsewhere, 

DUCS, lead by MVP Adam Keyes, finished their first ever tournament in 11 th place and 

won the Spirit Award. NUIG won the Plate and the Spoon went to UL 2, despite 

accusations of a home town fix. Well done UL for a great weekend. More on Limerick 

Ultimate in the next issue! 

 

- 5 Irish teams are looking to go to xEUCF this summer with 3 of those registering in the 

Open division and 2 more looking for a spot in the Mixed division.  Exciting times. 

 

- Lookfly have launched a brand new website at www.lookfly.com with details on all they 

sell including books, DVDs, custom made on-pitch and casual gear as well as discs and 

much more. Check it out. 

 

Séamas Kinsella and Dónall McCann at the Bubblegum Club Hat tournament 

http://www.lookfly.com/

